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was often engaged with his pen in an extended corres- 
pondence upon subjects of religious interest.— Selected 
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sidered in the time of Peter and John, or in 
the days of George Fox and William Penn. 
The charch was planted “‘with great Grace’’ 
upon it, making it effective in community, as 
the Leaven of the Kingdom, imparting to 
those around them a thoroughly changing 
property, which belonged wholly to the grace 
given. As leaven in the meal, the church, 
then gave character to those who, beholding 
its good work, came to glorify our Father in 
Heaven. 

But when with our own members the cross 
becomes too heavy, because we love the Lord 
too feebly, and our love for this world over- 
comes our self-denial, we cease to have any- 
thing to impart to the community around us, 
but that which the world gives us: And the 
world says at once that, if we have been unfaith- 
ful in things of our own religious profession, it 
can give us no place of distinction. It sees that 
we have bartered our profession for its friend- 
ship; and in exchange we receive only its pity. 

I have designedly omitted any mention of 
observations of a pretty long life, in which 
among Friends, I have seen a living host, (year 
after year increasing in number,) called into 
the service of the Gospel, and not only al- 
lowed, but encouraged by the church to give 
full proof of their ministry; I have said noth- 
ing of the host of Elders amongst us taking 
charge of the flock, exercising in the author- 
ity of Truth a Rule worthy of double honor; 
nothing of the conscious rejoicing the broth- 
erhood has had in the Society of many of that 
number who now, are not—for the Lord has 
taken them—and in others who are awaiting 
the great change; and of those yet young in 
the service and on whom a gratefully accord- 
ed mantle of strength is falling; nor of the 
prayer of the living body, that laborers may 
be added. 

All of these things I have reserved as proof 
of the [injustice] of the imputation against 
the Society, of “‘oppressing tender consciences.’’ 


TRUTH’S PRINCIPLE YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, 
AND ForEVER. —A letter from William G. 
England, of Nova Scotia, has been found which 
was not at hand at the time when the recent 
account of him on page 309 was prepared. It 
closes with the following statement:— 

“I am satisfied that the principles and doc- 
trines of ancient Friends have led me nearer 
to Christ, taught me that which has brought 
rest and quiet and strength, and show me 
daily how to be kept amidst the noise and cry 
of the ‘‘lo, here’’ and “‘lo, there.” Yes, the 
day will come when what is to us so precious, 
and at which we are made laughing-stocks, 
will have the dominion. 

“Men may write and plan how to do as the 
writer of “The Future of Quakerism’’ does. 
But his reasoning is contradictory. Quakerism 
is to-day a power, but men see it not. The 
light that lighteth all is not seen. Fires of 
man’s kindling are burning, and we hear the 
cry, ‘See my zeal’ But the fires go out, and 
the builders of them lie down in sorrow.” 


~~ 


CuRIST explained to His disciples that ser- 
vice was the measure of rank in His kingdom. 
Those who serve Him most self-forgetfully are 
nearest to Christ—that is, have most of His 
spirit, for He “‘came not to be ministered un- 
to, but to minister.’’ 


What Do We Believe? 


An Address Delivered at Friends’ Boarding School, 
Barnesville, Ohio, Second Month 10th, 1904. 


By JESSE EDGERTON. 


FRIENDS AND PupiILs.—It is with no desire 
to insult the intelligence of this audience, 
that I come before you this evening, to talk 
to you on a subject, the title of which might 
convey the impression, that I thought you ig- 
norant along the lines of your personal belief. 

My remarks are to be considered as relating 
to the belief of the Society of which you and I 
are members, although | realize the fact, that 
as the Society is composed of individual mem- 
bers, so the belief of the Society represents, 
or should represent the individual belief of its 
membership and that consequently it is diffi- 
cult to differentiate between.— 

But really how many of us could give an 
intelligent answer to the query? 

We may, and doubtless do have ideas more 
or less definite in regard to our religious 
belief; but should we not be able if asked for 
it, to define our belief as members of a relig- 
ious body, differing in some important partic- 
ulars, from other Christian denominations? 
Or, as Peter puts it, ‘‘be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, yet with 
meekness and fear.’’ (Peter iii. 15.) 

I have no new doctrine to declare unto you, 
but only, briefly and simply, as I may be 
helped to do so, outline a few of the distin- 
guishing points of Quaker doctrine, the doc- 
trine of your parents, the doctrine of the 
early Friends, the doctrine, as | believe, of 
the Primitive Church. 

I make no claim to originality in regard to 
this thought. Quakerism, in the rise of the 
Society was held to be ‘‘Primitive Christianity 
Revived;’’ and although other religious bodies 
claim for their respective beliefs the sanction 
of Scripture authority, yet I think it can be 
shown that ours is not a whit behind any of 
them, in the validity of our assertion that 
Quakerism coincides with the teaching of our 
Lord and His Disciples. 

The name chosen for the Society although 
it may not be considered euphonious, means, 
nevertheless, so much. 

So much of love to our Divine Lord, so 
much of obedience to Him, so much of com- 
munion between the Church and its great Head! 

“Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I 
command you. Henceforth I call you not ser- 
vants; for the servant knoweth not what his 
Lord doeth; but I have called you friends, for 
all things that I have heard of my Father I 
have made known unto you.”’ 

How beautifully are the fundamentals of 
Quakerism revealed in this passage of Scrip- 
ture (John xv. 14,15) wherefrom the Society 
gets its name! 

We believe, in common with other evangel- 
ical denominations, in one only wise Omnipo- 
tent, Omniscient and Eternal God, and His 
only begotton Son; our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. In His immaculate conception and 
birth, sinless life, sacrificial death, and mirac- 
ulous resurrection. We believe in His Divinity 
and spiritual offices, and in the acceptable 
sacrifice of Himself on Calvary for the sins of 
all mankind; whereby through the saving in- 
fluence of His Spirit within us, we may repent 


of, and forsake our sins and thus realize the 
virtue of the atonement, and reconciliation 
with God. 

We believe in the three who bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and 
that these three are one: yet we avoid the 
term ““Trinity,’’ as applied to these Divine 
characters, as not found in the Bible, as legs 
appropriate, and more confusing than the 
simple term used in Scripture. 

With these evangelical bodies, we believe 
in the realities of a future and spiritual life, 
after the termination of our present state of 
being. With them also we accept the authen- 
ticity of the Bible, but unlike them we do 
not call it the ‘‘Word of God.” 

This is not through any lack of apprecia- 
tion of its precious truths, for we believe 
that “Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time, were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope.’’ (Rom. xv. 4) 

Believing also that “The prophesy came 
not in old time, by the will of man; but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.’’ We believe also that the New 
Testament writers, moved by the same power 
and spirit, gave us that portion of the sacred 
record, and that they are ‘‘profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.’’ (2 Tim. iii. 16.) 

The ‘‘Word of God” as abundantly shown 
in the Bible, is a term applied to Christ, and 
not to the Book of books. 

For instance in St. John, “‘In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. . . . And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory; the glory as of the only-be- 
gotten of the Father full of grace and truth.” 
Paul also says (Heb. xi. 3)““Through faith we 
understand that the worlds were framed by 
the ‘‘Word of God.”’ 

These and numerous other passages which 
we might quote, prove conclusively, as we 
think, the correctness of the position that 
Friends have ever held, that the Bible is not 
that which the Bible itself calls the “Word of 
God.” 

The point wherein Friends differ from other 
Christian professors, very naturally suggests 
others which we shall endeavor to point out. 

Were I asked what doctrine, above 
all others, distinguished Friends from other 
religious bodies, I would answer, ‘“The doc- 
trine of the ‘Inner Light’ as Barclay calls it;” 
the ‘‘Divine Immanence” as Whittier says; the 
“Grace of God,’’ as Paul names it, “‘that 
bringeth salvation, which hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly right- 
eously and godly, in this present world,” ete. 
(Titus ii. 11.12.) 

Other religious bodies hold the Bible to be 
the ‘‘Primary Rule of Faith and Practice.” 

Friends hold this ‘True Light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world 
(John i. 9) as the Primary Rule, antecedent 
and superior to the Scriptures, and which a8 
the inspiration of those who wrote them, will 
not lead us away from the truths contained i 
the Bible. We believe that this ‘‘Light” 
“Spirit” or “‘Grace’’ of God in the heart cal 
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(Acts x. 42)make no mention of baptism what- 
ever. 

The rendering of Matt. xxviii. 19. seems to 
make it clear that our Saviour did not allude 
to water baptism; but rather that his meaning, 
“baptizing them” (by the Holy Ghost) ‘“‘into 
the name’’ (or power) “‘of the Father,” etc. 

We contend that this is the logical infer- 
ence to draw from the text; that it is in 
harmony with correlative scripture passages, 
and with the whole trend of the Master’s 
teachings. 

More argument might be adduced, but I 
deem this sufficient to enable us to see with 
Peter, that the baptism that saves is not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. ‘‘1 Peter iii 
21,."—— 

There are certain testimonies, long held by 
the Society, which have sometimes designated 
the ‘‘minor testimonies,’’ which, while they 
do not commend themselves to the judgment 
of our entire membership, are to many not only 
a matter of conscience, but of deep concern. 
The simple garb, the scripture language, the 
consistent demeanor of the ‘‘Quaker of the 
Olden Time,” were formerly the visible tokens, 
whereby a Friend was known wherever he 
might be. To-day many a member is unrecog- 
nizable from any other votary of fashion. A 
simple test comes into mind, whereby we may 
judge of the merits of this change. Has the 
Society grown in numbers, in influence, in 
vital religion because of these changes? I 
leave you to answer the question. 

With regard to our language, I wish very 
briefly to state the fact, that not until about 
the time of George Fox, did the use of the 
plural pronoun in the singular number obtain 
foothold in public usage. Ecclesiastical and 
governmental offices, pompous and jealous of 
their honor, became unwilling to be accounted 
of no more importance than common people 
and began to require their attendants and 
others to address them as more than one, as 
“You’’ ‘‘your honor,’’ “‘your worship,’’ etc. 
Thus originated the ‘‘plural’”’ form of speech, 
which has become well-nigh universal among 
English speaking people. 

Quick to detect error and pride in this as 
in other things, George Fox and his co-believ- 
ers declined its use, as well as the use of com- 
pliments and complimentary terms and titles, 
which likewise originated in pride and osten- 
tation. Abuse, cruel and unrelenting, was 
heaped upon the early Friends on account of 
their adherence to their convictions in regard 
to these testimonies which are to-day so light- 
ly esteemed. 

Our avoidance of the popular names of the 
days of the week is not simply to be singular, 
but because they are borrowed from heathen 
mythology, the days thus named having been 
devoted to the idol, or heathen deity whose 
name is thus perpetuated. Against this recog- 
nition of heathen superstitions we have a tes- 
timony to bear. For similar reasons we avoid 
the popular names of the months, using in- 
stead, the numerals, this being not only more 
correct, but more convenient, as attested by 
the large number of business men who use 
them. I know the plea is made that general 
usage renders all these things correct; but 
they had their genesis in pride and error, and 


THE FRIEND. 


I am not sure but pride has much to do to-day, 
with their use among Friends. 

The use of the compliments and compli- 
mentary titles is sometimes urged, on grounds 
of politeness and good breeding. We believe 
in true politeness and Christian courtesy; but 
sincerity is one of the greatest charms of 
either, while many of the complimentary 
terms in common use are not used sincerely. 
The question of dress I know is one whereon 
there is wide difference of opinion even among 
our own membership, many feeling that there 
is ‘‘Nothing in dress,’’ while many others feel 
concerned that their dress shall become or 
benefit their profession of Godliness. 

We do not claim that there is religion in 
dress, but there certainly is religion in obedi- 
ence to our conscientious scruples. Gay and 
fashionable apparel and behavior have never 
been characteristic of the devout and humble 
follower of Christ. 

They evidently were not in the apostle Paul, 
as shown by theepistles. Listen to his ringing 
words in Heb. xii. 2. ‘“‘And be not conformed 
to this world but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.’’ Entire uniformity in dress was never 
urged or held by the Society of Friends as im- 
portant, but a simple and comfortable style 
of dress suited to our circumstances, and in- 
dicating more concern for our spiritual, than 
for our personal adornment. Disregard of the 
fickle and arbitrary demands of fashion, against 
which we have a protest to make, will soon 
render us either individually or collectively 
somewhat peculiar. But I trust we may not 
shrink from peculiarity when religion, faith, 
conscience are at stake. 

God’s people have never been a “‘peculiar 
people.’’ Not peculiar in the sense of being 
odd or singular for singularity’s sake, but pe- 
culiar in the sense of ‘‘Having a character ex- 
clusively their own.’’ Peter in his first gener- 
al epistle to the Church says, ‘‘But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show 
forth the praises of Him who hath called you 
out of darkness into His marvellous light.’’ 
As our hearts are filled with the Divine love, 
and our lives brought under the government 
of Christ, I believe our dress and behavior will 
come to conform to the simplicity of his gos- 
pel. This simplicity is not an evidence of a 
weak mind. Wm. Penn, Robert Barclay, Dr. 
Fothergill, Stephen Grellett, John G. Whittier 
and others, known and beloved in both hemis- 
pheres, retained their simple speech and plain 
dress, whether amid the applause and appre- 
ciation of the world, or in the royal presence 
of its greatest sovereigns. 

If Quakerism was broad enough for such 
men, and in such places, is it not broad 
enough for you and for me? 

There is but one more point of doctrine to 
which I will refer to-night, as you have list- 
ened long and patiently. It is the doctrine of 
the resurrection. We fully accept and believe 
in the resurrection of the dead as taught by 
Christ and His apostles. Paul has most beau- 
tifully explained and illustrated this mueh dis- 
cussed question in the 15th of Ist Cor. With 
him we believe in the resurrection not of the 
body but of the spirit. ‘‘But some men will 
say, how are the dead raised up and with 
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what body do they appear?” ‘“Thou fool, that 
which thou sowest is not quickened except it 
die; and that which thou sowest, thou sowegt 
not that body that shall be but bare graim, it 
may chance of wheat, or some other grain, 
But God giveth it a body as it hath please@ 
Him, and to every seed its own body. xx. 
is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrap- 
tion; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised ig 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised ip 
power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised 
a spiritual body.’’ Not after long years or 
ages as some think, but when death releases 
the spirit from its tenement of clay, then 
“‘shall the dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shal) return unto God who gave 
it,’’ there to be ‘“‘judged according to the 
deeds done in the body.’’ 

I do not flatter myself, in thinking I have 
given you any great exposition of Quakerism. 
I do not feel capable of that. One evening is 
too short for more than a very brief glimpse 
at the more salient features of our profession, 
But if any of you have gained a more definite 
idea of our religious belief, if any of you have 
been helped to see the beauty and simplicity 
of a spiritual religion unvexed by ritual and 
untrammeled by sacerdotalism, and are there- 
by better content with your own religious pro- 
fession, I shall be satisfied. 

As for myself, I feel that if we may only be 
favored to exemplify in our daily lives the 
ideals of our profession; if we are only enabled 
“‘to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour im 
all things,’’ both the Church and the world 
will have been benefited by our lives. 

May we then follow the guidance of the 
“Inner Light,’’ dwell in the gentle and for- 
giving spirit of the Prince of Peace, with our 
thoughts, words and actions brought under 
Divine control, through the help received by 
daily communion with the Omnipotent. 

Baptized more and more into the Spirit of 
Christ our Redeemer, ‘‘Buried with Him by 
baptism into death; that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead, through the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in the newness 
of life.” (Rom. vi. 4. R. V.) 

And finally when the supreme moment 
comes, when we feel the things of time and 
sense are passing from us, may you and I be 
strengthened to realize that we have not fol 
lowed cunningly devised fables but living and 
substantial truths. 

How insignificant then will seem the pleas- 
ures of the world! how important the realities 
of the world to come. How glorious for us, 
if through infinite and redeeming mercy, we 
may be enabled to meet this hour with the 
triumph of the great apostle to the Gentiles. 
‘So when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying ‘Death is swallowed up in vietory! 
O death where is thy sting! O grave where is 
thy victory! The sting of death is sin and the 
strength of sin is the law, but thanks be unte 
God who giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’’ 


HE that hath light thoughts of sin, never 
has great thoughts of God.—Dr. Owen. 


No man ever strengthened his will by in 
dulging his tastes. 
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fhe Indian Committee of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting. 
(Continued from page 363.) 


In 1792, the Meeting for Sufferings was en- 
to prepare a respectful Memorial to the 
President and Congress of the United States, 
ncommending the adoption of such peaceful 
sod just measures as might arrest this savage 
yarfare, and establish peace upon a firm basis. 
Friends were soon afterwards informed that 
treaty was to be held at Sandusky and that 
gme of the Indians were very desirous that 
friends should attend it and had sent a mes- 
to them to that effect. In the Fourth 
¥onth of 1793, John Parrish, William Savery, 
John Elliott, Jacob Lindley, Joseph Moore and 
William Hartshorne under a religious concern 
to be present on that occasion laid before the 
Meeting for Sufferings, minutes expressing 
the unity of their respective Monthly Meetings 
for this service. The approbation of President 
Washington having been obtained, the six 
Friends were deputed by the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings to attend that treaty and to present 
to the natives an address to them from the 
Meeting for Sufferings. 

No definite agreement with the Indians on 
this occasion was reached, and after several 
weeks of anxious waiting upon their move- 
ments, the Friends returned home. 

In the Journal of Wm. Savery it is stated 
however, ‘‘Although Friends had not the sat- 
isfaction of seeing a general treaty of amity 
concluded, owing as was apprehended, to the 
interference of some evilly disposed and in- 
terested persons, yet the opportunities af- 
forded for amicable intercourse with the In- 
dians, for religious service among the frontier 
inhabitants, and for mingling with the families 
of Friends then newly settled in the parts 
they visited, together with the peaceful evi- 
dence that they were in the way of their 
duty, sustained them under the trials and pri- 
vations they met with, and compensated for 
a sacrifices which they made in leaving 

a?" 

In 1794, another treaty was held at Canan- 
daigua, N. Y., between the chiefs of the Six 
Nations and Commissioners representing the 
United States. Four Friends, namely, David 
Bacon, John Parrish, William Savery and James 
Emlen, under an apprehension that it was 
their religious duty offered to attend this 
treaty, which was approved of by the meeting, 
and they were furnished with a number of 
articles as presents for the Indians, and with 
an address to them prepared by the Meeting 
for Sufferings. It was also understood that 
the Government encouraged the attendance 
of this treaty by Friends. An account of both 
these visits is preserved in the interesting 
Journal of the life of William Savery. The 
particular causes which led to the holding of 
this treaty are thus explained in The History 
of Cattaraugus County, published in 1879. 

“At one time, particularly in the winter of 
1793-94, and the spring and summer of the 
latter years, the few settlers who had pene- 
trated west of Canandaigua became alarmed 
In view of threatenings and unmistakable de- 
Monstrations of hostility on the part of the 

These Indians were displeased at 
the near proximity of the whites; they com- 
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plained that they had been cheated and over- 
reached in the sale of their lands in the treaty 
of 1788, and they had not yet lost the feeling 
of exasperation produced by the crushing pun- 
ishment administered to them by General Sul- 
livan in 1779. In this crisis a general Coun- 
cil of Indians was convoked by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and held at Canan- 
daigua in the autumn of 1794, before Timothy 
Pickering as Commissioner on the part of the 
United States. Four Friends, representatives 
of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, were 
present in behalf of the Indians. On their 
way to this council, some of the Indians told 
the settlers that on their return, if their 
grievances had not been adjusted they would 
be redressed by the scalping-knife. But the 
deliberations of the council progressed favora- 
bly, and on the eleventh of November a treaty 
was concluded, by which the United States 
ratified and confirmed the several treaties 
which had been made by the State of New 
York; and goods to the amount of ten thousand 
dollars were delivered to the Indians, besides 
making an addition of three thousand dollars 
to their annuity of fifteen hundred dollars pre- 
viously allowed.’’ 

‘**The result of this convention conciliated 
the Senecas so that they never afterwards 
gave serious trouble to the settlers west of 
the Genesee River.” 

In the course of this treaty Wm. Savery 
records under date of Tenth Month 27, 1794, 
—‘‘This evening, Friends being quietly to- 
gether, our minds were seriously turned to 
consider the present state of these Six Na- 
tions; and a lively prospect presented, that a 
mode should be adopted by which Friends and 
other humane people might be made useful to 
them in a greater degree than has ever yet 
been effected; at least for the cause of hu- 
manity and justice, and for the sake of this 
poor, declining people, we are induced to hope 
so. The prospect and feelings of our minds 
were such as will not be forgotten, if we are 
favored to return home. The happy effect of 
steady perseverance in the cause of the Af- 
ricans is an encouraging reflection, and may 
serve as an animating example in this.’’ 

Two days after he mentions, ‘‘ Sagareesa, 
or the Sword-Carrier, visited us; he appears 
to be a thoughtful man, and mentioned a desire 
he had, that some of our young men might 
come among them as teachers; we suppose he 
meant as school-masters and artisans. Perhaps 
this intimation may be so made use of in a 
future day, that great good may accrue to the 
poor Indians, if some religious young men of 
our Society, could, from a sense of duty, be 
induced to spend some time among them, 
either as school-masters or mechanics.’’ 

The Friends who attended this treaty did 
so under an appointment of the Meeting for 
Sufferings, and in making a report of this 
service they referred to the prospect which 
they had of assisting the Indians in the cus- 
toms of civilized life, &c. During this year 
events affecting other Indian tribes engaged 
the attention of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
and shortly before the Yearly Meeting, the 
following minute was adopted by it to be laid 
before that body. 

**In consideration of the case of the Indian 
Nations in a general view, as original pro- 
prietors of the American soil, as well as the 
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friendship subsisting between them and those 


members of our religious Society who were 
early settlers of this part of the Continent, 
and their repeated expressions of continued 
attachment to, and confidence in Friends, 
there appearing to be a call on us, who in 
common with others inherit ample estates 
procured from these people for a small con- 
sideration, to evidence our concern for their 
well being by our willingness to contribute 
towards what may dispose them to peace and 
civilization, it is believed it may properly 
claim the attention of the Yearly Meeting 
whether a fund might not be fitly appropriated 
to aid and encourage a purpose so desirable.’’ 

This important subject engaged the weighty 
consideration of the Yearly Meeting of 1795, 
and at one of its sittings the following minute 
was adopted expressing its sense of it, and 
referring it for further attention to a Com- 
mittee, viz : 

“*Ninth Month 30th, 1795.—The interest- 
ing concern under which this meeting from 
time to time in years past has been exer- 
cised, and wherewith the minds of many breth- 
ren have been so deeply affected, in relation 
to the former and present condition of the 
Indian natives and with reference to events 
and occurrences respecting them through a 
long course of years, being now in a solid 
manner revived, and spread with life over the 
meeting; to give the subject more fully that 
weight and deliberate consideration its im- 
portance calls for, the following Friends are 
named, and also to report their sense, whether 
a fund might not be fitly appropriated for the 
desirable purpose of promoting the civiliza- 
tion and well-being of the Indians.” This com- 
mittee consisted of forty-three Friends; among 
them were William Savery, John Parrish, James 
Emlen and William Hartshorne, who had been 
engaged in one or the other of the visits above 
particularly referred to. 

(To be continued.) 


THAT the light which enlightens the Chris- 
tian and gives assurance to his faith is a light 
from within and not from without, nor from 
any exterior authority whatsoever, is proved 
by many declarations of Jesus. For example, 
“‘The pure in heart shall see God.’’ Later He 
added, ‘The light of the body is the eye—if 
therefore thine eye be single thy whole body 
shall be full of light, but if thine eye be evil 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is the darkness.’’ From this we may 
understand the aim and end of all Christ’s 
teachings. It is not to impose on us by out- 
ward authority any belief whatever, but to 
enlighten us and make us see. His disciples 
are those to whom He has given sight, and 
who thenceforth may walk in all liberty and 
assurance by the light which he has enkindled 
within them. The authority of his person is 
therefore never distinct from the truth of his 
utterances. It is of such a nature that, being 
as certain and absolute as the authority of 
truth and holiness, it not only accords with 
our liberty, but creates it and makes it com- 
plete. Christ is the supreme liberator: by 
freeing us from evil He frees us from all ser- 
vitudes, and establishes us in royal liberty. 
His law is the law of liberty. (Jas. i. 25.)— 
Sabatier. 
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Memoranda of William P. Townsend. 
(Continued from page 366.) 

His memoranda from this period were made 
at distant intervals. 

Fifth Month 24th, 1894, he records — Yes- 
terday I attended the first meeting of the new 
committee in charge of Westtown Boarding 
School, held at the School. It was aseason of 
favor, a feeling of precious solemnity seemed 
to cover us, from the time of our sitting down 
in silence. I felt it right to express a little 
of my feelings thus, ‘‘ that in looking back over 
near a century of time, that has now elapsed 
since the first inception of this interesting 
institution, 1 had remembered how in the con- 
descending goodness of our Heavenly Father, 
there had been raised up from one generation 
to another, those who were interested for its 
welfare, and the words had again and again 
presented, ‘‘Pray ye the Lord of the Harvest, 
that he would send forth laborers into the har- 
vest.’’ The necessary business of the meeting 
at this Annual Meeting was transacted in much 
harmony. Altogether it was a time of spir- 
itual refreshment and encouragement and de- 
sires are felt that gratitude may be the cloth- 
ing of our minds for such an undeserved favor. 

Sixth Month 9th, 1895—Felt the responsi- 
bility of sitting at the head of our meeting 
to-day, which was quite large. I was enabled 
to turn my mind inward and desires were 
raised that He, who had promised to be with 
the two or three gathered in his name might 
condescend to be with us and enable us to 
hold the meeting in his love and power, which 
was mercifully granted ; it being very still, 
and I think (to me), the shortest meeting I 
ever remember sitting, so quiet and com- 
fortable was the feeling that covered us, that 
I almost regretted to close the meeting. Dear 
Jane Gibbons was present, and I have no doubt 
the weightiness of her spirit helped to bring 
the assemblage under a right exercise. If 
she lives until the 26th of this month she will 
have completed her ninety-first year. I have 
felt it right to make this entry in commemo- 
ration of having been helped to hold the 
meeting under right feelings, as I believe. 

First Month lst, 1896—I desire to record 
my feelings of thankfulness for the renewal 
of my own health, better in a general way 
than it was years ago. But above all we are 
sometimes favored to feel peace and quietness 
to reign in our little family, accompanied by 
a humble hope, that however unworthy of so 
great a favor, a door of mercy will be, thro’ 
unmerited mercy, opened for us, when done 
with this tribulated state of existence, through 
the life, sufferings, death and ascension of 
Him who died to save sinners. 





MEMORIAL. 


Testimony of Birmingham Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, held the thirty-first of Twelfth Mo., 
1902, concerning our late beloved friend, Wm. 
P. Townsend, who departed this life the twenty- 
fourth of Eighth Month, 1902, aged eighty-nine 
years and nineteen days. 


Although the memory of our departed friend 
is precious to many minds, yet it is not our 
purpose in issuing this testimony to his worth, 
to extol the individual, but rather to magnify 
that Divine Grace which, when submitted to, 
humbles the creature and which wrought in 


him to the changing of his desires and pur- 
suits after the follies and transitory pleasures 
of this life, to a desire after holiness, and 
the pursuit of those lasting enjoyments which 
are in store for all the cross-bearing followers 
of the Lamb of God. 

As he was brought into submission to that 
grace “‘which bringeth salvation,’’ he be- 
came qualified thereby to fill important sta- 
tions in the church, and to exert an influence 
for good in the community at large, filling 
with acceptance the responsible position of 
elder in our Monthly Meeting, and was also a 
member of the Meeting for Sufferings and of 
the Westtown Committee. A sincere lover of 
the Truth was he, deeply interested in every- 
thing tending to promote the welfare of the 
Society, for the real unity and harmony of 
which he was livingly concerned. 

He and his estimable wife, being well 
grounded in the doctrines and testimonies of 
Friends, and qualified by grace and experi- 
ence to instil them into the minds of others, 
and having a loving interest in the best wel- 
fare of the younger members of the Society, 
opened their house for meetings of that class. 

Twenty-three young Friends met accord- 
ingly at the home of William P. and Anna M. 
Townsend, under a feeling of the importance 
of more fully understanding the principles 
and testimonies of the Society of which they 
were members. 

Those meetings were held every two weeks, 
with but little exception, through the winter 
and early spring months, and the interest in 
them continued until their close. They were 
felt to be seasons of profit. 

The last of these gatherings occurred on 
the evening of Fourth Month 4th, 1900, in 
which the subject of this Memoir, as well as 
his worthy companion, took an interested part. 
The latter had long been a patient sufferer of 
varying and often acute bodily affliction, and 
was feeling much weakness on this occasion. 
On the morning of Fourth Month 6th, she 
arose to minister to her husband’s comfort, 
and lying down again, her spirit was in a few 
brief moments released from its tenement of 
clay to receive the reward for her good deeds 
done in the name of Christ. 

William P. Townsend’s parents being mem- 
bers of our religious Society he thereby in- 
herited a right of membership amongst us. 
He was born in West Chester, Pa., on the 
fifth of Eighth Month, 1813. According to 
his own account and what is known by others, 
his early life was marred by many misspent 
hours, a natural fondness for music and other 
allurements of a gay and fashionable life, lead- 
ing him far away from the principles and 
practices of the Society of which he was a 
member. 

From an account which our friend wrote 
when about the sixty-third year of his age, 
of some of the religious exercises and inci- 
dents of his early life, we take the following: 
“About the fourteenth or fifteenth year of 
my age, being from home at a boarding school 
and not well in health, my mind was brought 
under religious impressions for some months, 
which, however, passed away on my return to 
health and mixing again with the world. My 
father’s store being central in regard to busi- 
ness and society, 1 was much exposed in many 
ways, and but for the protecting care of an 





ever merciful and overruling Providence | 
would have fallen a victim to some of the 
many temptations by which I was surrounded, 

““My time was, however, much given up to 
frivolity in the intervals of business, spendi 
considerable of it in learning music ag wel} 
as dancing, both of which I was fond of and 
thought to excel in. I also took lessons jg 
boxing, or as it was called by the teachers of 
it, ‘the science of self-defence,’ the excnge 
being to improve physical development.” 

He also speaks of “‘ becoming at this time 
much interested in the study of some of the 
natural sciences.’’ The time thus spent did 
not cause him regret as did that spent in 
music, dancing and frivolous conversation, 
for these scientific pursuits ‘‘ threw me,’ he 
notes, ‘“into the society of those generally 
older than myself and who were looked up to 
as leading men of the place, and men of gen- 
eral uprightness of character.’’ 

(To be continued.) 





Faith and Reason. 


The work of the heart and that of the intel- 
lect are inseparable in the progress of the 
living church, or mystical body of Christ, to- 
ward its promised goal of heavenly life and 
light. Asin many, if not in all cases of co- 
operating principles, the subordination of the 
more superficial to the more profound appears 
to be too readily lost sight of from the very 
closeness of the co-ordination; and the con- 
fusion may be graciously connived at by 
Him with whom we have to do, until by the 
progressive discipline of the cross of Christ 
the true Christian is redeemed and released 
from all superficial dependence. But the law 
of the subordination of the religion of the 
head to that of the heart has been steadfastly 
inculcated by all true preachers of Christian- 
ity from the first publication of the gospel. 
That first item of our Lord’s model prayer, 
“‘Hallowed be thy Name,’’ may be regarded 
as a proclamation of the supremacy of the 
work of the heart in human character and 
conduct; even as the devoted apostle Peter, in 
adapting to our more favored era the solemn 
injunction of the evangelical prophet (Is. viii. 
13), enjoins the ‘“‘sanctifying of the Lord 
Christ in your hearts” as the condition of 
being ready always to give to every man that 
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that 
is in you.’’ If we will but earnestly adapt the 
aspiration of the Psalmist ‘‘Unite my heart to 
fear thy name’’ so as to set our concentrated 
“‘affection’’ on things above (Col. iii. 2), we 
still hope to have our hearts “‘knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of the full assur- 
ance of understanding, to the acknowledgment 
of the mystery of God, and of the Father and 
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.’’ Then doubtless 
we will understand all that is meant by “‘the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”’ 

[Further, by the same contributor:] “Be 
ready to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in 
you.”’ I think we cannot carefully and prayer- 
fully examine this command, without seeing 
that it enjoins a readiness not only to ac- 
knowledge the general obligation of duty in 
all that we do, and a sense of that obligation 
in every part of our lives, but also to render 
a reason for every piece of conduct, why we 
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gteem it to be a duty, adapted to the partic- 
gar comprehension of any sincere inquirer. 
jn proof of our hearty acceptance of this 
gandard of social propriety, we will of course 
jave freely to take shame to ourselves when 
wable to produce such a reason; but by virtue 
of the strength which is ‘‘made perfect’’ in 
gor weakness, we may so none the less pro- 
mote the spread of love which is ‘‘without 
jissimulation,’’ and the “‘free course’’ of the 
msearchable Word which is still increasingly 
to “be glorified.” 

Are we not now, as a religious body, pass- 
ing through an era of confusion which can 
oly have overtaken us from the neglect of 
gch simple ‘“‘first principles” as this; and 


Notes in General. 


The Christian Register thinks that the best kind 
of fellowship between the denominations may exist 
without belonging to one association. 


« Dr. Judson’s Burmah Bible, which, while he was 
writing it was kept in an old shabby pillow and 
tossed about with its author from one prison to 
another when heathen despots ruled in India, and 
which was first printed in Calcutta, in shape 
copying the sacred books of the Buddhists, but in 
1835 printed in fine clear type from the mission 
press in Moulmein, is now being revised by Dr. E. 
O. Stevens. 


The retreat of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company deserves as much praise as its collusion 
with the race-track gamblers deserved of con- 


may we not accordingly now with eminent fit- ! demnation last week. It has issued a drastic order, 
ness seek to profit in this very matter by the 
example of Him of whom it is written, ‘‘and 
the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when 
he prayed for his friends?” R. 


For ** THE FRIEND.” 


THE Cross INCLUDES DETAILS.—An extract 
from a letter to a Friend :— 

.. » I do not think it quite true, as I have 
sometimes heard it stated, that an adherence 
to our Christian testimony, to plainness of 
speech, behaviour, and apparel, ‘‘is not to be 
confounded with the cross which we have to 
bear as followers of Christ.” Certainly, it is 
not the whole of that cross, but that it apper- 
tains to it, and forms an important part of 
its holy discipline, in our experience, and that 
of our young people, I am fully persuaded. 

It is to me a matter of unfeigned rejoicing 
when any of this class are found faithful in 
undergoing these humiliations, and thus make 
manifest, by that which is perceptible and 
audible, their practical allegiance to the lowly 
Saviour. That it is a useful mental discipline 
to them, I cannot doubt, as well as a truly 
valuable defence, so far as it goes, from many 
of the temptations of a vain and evil world. | 
am sure thou must often have observed, that 
obedience to the blessed teaching of the spirit, 
in these matters, prepares the way for sacri- 
fices and services of a more important char- 
acter. 

To me it is equally evident, that many indi- 
viduals who, after having once, upon principle, 
adopted these restraints, have since abandoned 
them, have thereby suffered material loss; 
and, notwithstanding a high profession of re- 
ligion, are much more conformed in various 
respects to the world, than they would have 
been, had they continued simple, consistent 
Friends. But I do not forget that it is not my 
province to sit in judgment upon them. To our 
own Master we must stand or fall. 


““ALL men that are ruined,’’ says Burke, 
“are ruined on the side of their natural pro- 
pensities.’’ We cannot truly be tempted ex- 
cept along the lines of our own traitorous de- 
sires; the inner enemy is the one we must 
daily fight, and daily distrust. To know our 
own besetting sins, and to hate them, is a 
long step toward victory over them. 


Oh God of truth whom only I desire, 
Bind me to thee by ties asstrong as sweet; 
I tire of hearing, of reading too I tire, 
But not of saying,“Thee,O God, alone I need.” 
Corneille. 


shutting off all service, of all sorts, from both the 
race-tracks and the pool-rooms all over the coun- 
try. The principal telephone company followed 
suit. All this shows the power of an appeal to 
the moral sense of the community, or of rich di- 
rectors. 


It is a disgrace to both England and America 
that Chile and Argentina have advanced to a stage 
where they have demolished their fortresses and 
sold their battleships, in order to build more 
schools. They have erected on the highest point 
of the Andes a great statue of Jesus Christ, in- 
dicating that peace hereafter will be their motto. 
It is a pity that this country should spend millions 
of dollars for battleships, when the whole South is 
clamoring for education—Edwin D. Mead. 


The American Bible Society voted at its annual 
meeting in New York to circulate both the Eng- 
lish and American forms of the revised version. 
The society has been up to this time extremely 
conservative, refusing to publish any but the King 
James version. Public opinion, however, has at 
last brought about an almost unanimous vote of 
the society to change its course. It is not known 
as yet whether the Bible Society will publish the 
revised versions or make arrangements with Thomas 
Nelson & Sons, who own the copyright. 


The following Minute of the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings of London Yearly Meeting is being sent to 
the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for 
India; “‘ The subject has been before us of the mil- 
itary expedition which, under the name of a politi- 
cal mission, has involved us in warlike operations 
in Tibet, resulting in the deplorable slaughter of 
which news has lately come to hand. We protest 
against the sending of an expedition of this kind 
as being contrary to the spirit of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the laws which should govern the 
policy of civilized nations.” 

How TO BE Rip oF YELLOW JoURNALS.—“ The 
man or woman,” says the Denver Republican, “‘ who 
invests a cent in a disreputable newspaper con- 
tributes just that much toward the support of 
that class of journalism, and becomes, in a meas- 
ure, a stockholder in an enterprise whose influence 
is as harmful as a pestilence. It is only through 
a demand for the best in the drama and literature 
that the public gets good plays and good books, 
and it can be only through a spontaneous demand 
for the best in journalism that the people will get 
good newspapers in place of the ‘ yellows’ that are 
now an admitted menace.” 


Vice Buys Some CuurcH RAIMENT. — Bishop 
Whitaker’s secretary, Henri M. G. Huff, made a 
declaration last week, showing how he with an- 
other clergyman in Philadelphia, “ discovered that 
the diamonds, the jewelry, the silks and the ex- 
pensjve dresses of the wives of owners of at least 
forty houses used for immoral purposes in three 
squares, and worn at the communion tables of some 


of the largest churches in this city, were paid for, 
at least in part, by money derived from this source. 

“We cannot always,” he adds, trace the origin - 
of the money given to the church by its support- 
ers, but such money, if known, should not be re- 
ceived.” 


Among the “Old South Leaflets” issued from 
Boston is William Penn’s “ Essay Towards the Pres- 
ent and Future Peace of Europe, by the Establish- 
ment of an European Dyet, Parliament, or Es- 
tates.” In this, as in many other respects, William 
Penn was about two hundred years before his time 
—the date of the Essay was 1698. One advantage 
he foresaw was “ The great security it will be to 
Christians against the Inroads of the Turk, in their 
most prosperous fortune;” and another was one 
not commonly advanced at the present time: “ there 
is yet another Manifest Privilege that follows this 
Intercourse and Good Understanding, which me- 
thinks should be very moving with Princes—viz., 
That hereby they may chuse Wives for themselves, 
such as they Love, and not by Proxy meerly to 
gratify Interest.” ; 

The fourth part of the Oxyrhynchus Papyri, 
which will be issued by the Greco-Roman branch 
of the Egypt Exploration Fund early in Sixth 
Month, is likely to surpass in interest all the pre- 
vious publications of Drs. Grenfell and Hunt. The 
place of honor is naturally assigned to the new 
“ Sayings of Jesus” and a fragment of a lost Gos- 
pel, a few details with regard to which were an- 
nounced last autumn. A cheap popular edition of 
the new sayings and the gospel fragment, together 
with the “ Logia” discovered in 1897, will be is- 
sued by Henry Frowde, at the Oxford University 
Press, on behalf of the Egypt Exploration Fund, 
as a separate pamphlet. Oneof the most striking 
features of the new sayings is the introduction 
connecting them with the disciple Thomas. It is 
probable that the original “‘ Logia” papyrus was 
part of another manuscript of the same collection 
of “Sayings.” 


The misuse of superlatives is giving the Liver- 
pool Post some concern. It laments that persons 
of some education apply the phrases “ perfectly 
awful,” “shocking” and “ beastly” to the most 
trivial occurrences. “The strange thing is that 
reading should have so small an influence upon the 
spoken language.” To the suggestion that an 
academy to govern the use of the spoken language 
might restore it to purity, the Post despairingly 
replies that if the public takes such slight interest 
in the quality of the English it reads the chance 
of an academy exercising a greater influence is 
very remote. The corruption of the spoken lan- 
guage has not been arrested in the United States, 
where the unexampled facilities for popular edu- 
cation might be expected to produce a different 
resut. The phrases against which the Post files 
its protest are in frequent use here, and in circles 
where a high degree of culture is supposed to pre- 
vail. It is lamentably true in the United States, 
as in England, that “ the vocabulary of the average 
man, as appears from the conversations which one 
hears in public places, consists mainly of adjec- 
tives and adverbs, which are not used in their 
proper sense.” 


ToLsToY AND THE WAR.—The “ Figaro” has ob- 
tained an interview with Count Tolstoy on the 
Russo-Japanese war, which will probably not be 
allowed to cross the Russian frontier. Count Tol- 
stoy will not admit any inherent inferiority of 
yellow man to white man. He knows only man; 
and he sees nothing in Japanese civilization which 
stamps the Japanese as in any way inferior to the 
European. Count Tolstoy, as we should expect, 
will pass no judgment on the war, or the case which 
Russia and Japan have put forward. He hates all 
war, and does not admit that any grievance will 
justify the killing of man by man. It must be dif- 
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aiidilidichdiee Ac-ctenbaciient Gillian cbeges) for Tolstoy to escape some feeling of sym- 
pathy with the Russian army; for he was at one 
time one of the most gallant members of that 
army, and fought through the siege of Sebastopol. 
The author of “ War and Peace” can scarcely sub- 
due all sympathy with or interest in a national 
struggle. But Tolstoy hassteadily purged himself 
of these carnalities, and now looks out on the af- 
fairs of men with the steady, level gaze of a phil- 
osopher. War is to him stupid and wicked. It is 
therefore unthinkable that it should anywhere be 
right. Would that some other Europeans dwelt 
on these clear heights! 

The annual report of the Peace Society, 47, New 
Broad Street, London, E.C., records ayear of great 
activity. It deplores existing and recent wars, 
and calls attention to the Anglo-French Agree- 
ments, the signing of Arbitration Treaties, and i7 
particular instances of arbitration. 


its late President (Sir J. W. Pease, Bart, M.P.), 
and announces that his place has been filled by 
a worthy successor, Dr. R. Spence Watson. Dr. 
Horton has also become a vice-president. The So- 
ciety’s lecturers and agents have given six hundred 
addresses on peace and international arbitration. 
About six thousand sermons were delivered, and 
three hundred and twenty-six thousand papers and 
pamphlets distributed. The Society’s invitation 

was also addressed to one thousand four hundred 
and twenty-six Protestant pastors in France. A 
large amount of other literature has been pub- 
lished by the Society. The children’s paper, the 
Olive Leaf, now in the second year of its publica- 
tion, continues to be appreciated. The autumnal 
meeting was held this year in London, the Queen's 
Hall being taken for the purpose. The secretary, 
in addition to meetings in this country, attended 
the peace Congress in Rouen and Havre, and the 
meetings of the International Law Association in 
Antwerp. Addresses were presented to President 
Loubet on the occasion of his visit, and more re- 
cently in appreciation of the Anglo-French agree- 
ment, and to the King of Italy when he visited 
this country, and received a deputation at Windsor. 

A special appeal was made toall the clergy and 
ministers of the land, at the beginning of the 
present war, urging them to use their influence to 
promote a peaceable spirit and to prevent the 
spread of hostilities. A second appeal was circu- 
lated through the press. The report acknowledges 
the assistance of the press on this and other oc- 
casion, and, after references to the Herald of Peace, 
the organ of the Society, and the Lantern Lec- 
tures, which have been added to within the year, 
and which are placed gratuitously at the disposal 
of members, concludes with a reminder that the 
character of the times demands still greater ear- 
nestness. “ The signal successes which have been 
gained on Peace ought to furnish a mighty stimu- 
lus to increased effort.” 

SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep States —President Roosevelt and Secretary 
Hay have refused the terms submitted by the Moorish 
bandit, for the release of Perdicaris and his stepson, 


Varley. American war vessels have been ordered to Tan- 
gier. 

A dispatch from Los Angeles, Cal. says the ornitholog- 
ists of the Department of Agriculture have been making 
an investigation of the economic value of the Bob White. 
It is calculated that from Ninth Month lst to Fourth 
Month 30th, annually,in Virginia alone, the total con- 
sumption of weed seed by Bob Whites amounts to 
tons. Some of the pests which it habitually destroys, the 
report says, are the Mexican cotton boll weevil, which 
damages the cotton crop upwards of $15,000,000 a year; 
the potato beetle, which cuts off $10,000,000 from the 
value of the potato crop; the cotton worms, which have 
been known. to cause $30,000,000 loss in a year; the 
cinch bug and the Rocky Mountain locust, scourges which 
leave desolation in their path, and have caused loss to 
the extent of $100,000,000 in some years. 

The report urges measures to secure the preservation 
of the Bob Whites in this country. 
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In a meeting of the Presbyterian General Assembly 
held in Buffalo, New York, steps were taken towards an 
union of all branches of the Presbyterian denomination 
in the United States. 

In a recent paper Dr. Ward Brinton, Secretary of the 
Penn’a. Society for the prevention of tuberculosis says: 

“The vast majority of cases of consumption begin and 
are carried on in the house itself. 

“Cleanliness, air and sunshine are the three great 
enemies of tuberculosis, and if proper precautions are 
taken to obtain these in the house there would be a tre- 
mendous decrease in the amount of consumption, and 
many persons now suffering with the disease would be 
cured. 

“There is for practical purposes no better cleansing 
agent than soap and water, and in the home, especially | ‘ 
where consumption exists, or is suspected, the floors 
should be thoroughly and frequently scrubbed, particu- 
larly i in the sleeping, dining and living rooms. 

“Fresa air weakens the germs of tuberculosis, and 
inerefore air should be permitted to enter the house freely. 


the germ to grow. The thoughtful person will allow all 
shutters and blinds to remain open, so that the sunlight, 
with the air, may enter with the greatest freedom. 

“Tt must be remembered that on account of the great 
ease with which the consumption germ grows in unsani- 
tary surroundings, consumption has got the name of 
being an hereditary disease, while, in fact, it is really 
passed from one to another.” 

In the Methodist General Conference lately held at Los 
Angeles, Cal., it was decided not to make any change in 
the discipline of that body in regard to certain amuse- 
ments which have been prohibited by it. Of sixty-five 
memorials addressed to it upon that subject fifty-five op- 
posed making any change. 
is stated. 

“Some amusements in common use are also positively 
demoralizing, and furnish the first easy steps to the total 
loss of character. We, therefore, look with deep concern 
on the great increase of amusements and on the general 
prevalence of harmful amusements, and lift up a solema 
note of warning and entreaty, particularly against theatre 
going, dancing and such games of chance as are frequent- 
ly associated with gambling, all of which have been 
found antagonistic to piety, promotive of worldliness and 
especially pernicious to youth. 

“We deem it our duty to summon the whole Church to 
apply a thoughtful and instructive conscience to amuse- 
ments, and not to leave them to accident or passion, and 
we affectionately advise and beseech every member of 
the Church absolutely to avoid the taking of such diver- 
sion as is not consistent with the Christian faith.” 

The Department of Agriculture has issued a report on 
“The Nation’s Farm Surplus,” which stated that the value 
of the exported farm products of this country is concen- 
trated mostly in a few principal products. Of it, in 1908, 
cotton constituted 36 per cent.; grain and grain products 
25 per cent.; meat and meat products and live animals 24 
per cent., these products equalling over 85 per cent. of 
the exports of farm products last year. Adding tobacco, 
oil cake and oil cake meal, fruit and nuts and vegetable 
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oils gives a total of eight classes of products, each with 
an export value of over $10,000,000, that compries al- 
most 96 per cent. of the entire farm exports of 1903. 
The report says that within a few years the results of 
an enormous extension of orchard planting will begin to 
appear, and some of these results may be in a much in- 
creased fruit surplus for export. Taking up the destin- 
ation of the surplus, the report says the United Kingdom 
takes about one-half, Germany about one-sixth, and 
France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Canada and Italy from 
3 to 5 per cent. each. 

In view of the importance of preserving records of 
courts, etc. in a legible form attention has lately been 
called to the fact that the Legislature of Massachusetts 
a few years ago passed a law providing for the use of ink 
in public records selected by an official chemist. 

On the 24th ult. snow fell in Montana and the North 
West territories to the depth of from one to six inches. 
A dispatch from Washington says: An ant has been 
found in Guatemala that is an effective enemy of the 
cotton boll weevil, according to announcement of the 
Department of Agriculture. It will be introduced im- 
mediately into the cotton States. 

ForeIGN.—Port Arthur has been again bombarded by 
the Japanese fleet. Fighting has been going on for sev- 
eral days near Port Arthur, in which the Japanese have 
lost it is stated 4500 men, while that of the Russians is 
believed to be greater. The latter were obliged to with- 
draw from Dalny and several other of their positions. 
The Japanese are engaged in attacking Port Arthur by 
land as well as by sea. 
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Widespread popular disturbances are reported te be 
occurring in the interior of Russia, consequent upon the 
war. 

The finding of floating mines in the waters of the Open 
sea off the coast of Manchuria has brought to light the 
danger to the shipping of neutral nations from thes 
destructive agencies. Whether these have been 
edly placed by the Russians, or have floated away from 
the places where first set is not cleared up, but an inquiry 
into this eubject is expected to be made preparatory ty 
sending a communication to Russia by the authorities gt 
Washington. 

In a late discussion in the Chamber of Deputies ig 
Paris, on the relations between France and Italy, the 
French Premier Combes, said that the Papal authorities 

‘in a document hurtful to France, had denounced to cer. 
tain European Powers the insult which it alleged the 
head of the French State had inflicted upon it by reters. 
ing, in the undisputed capital of his kingdom, the visit 
received frm the King of Italy, and by refusing to admit 
the claim of the Ultramontanes to prerogatives repre. 
sented as untenable. The government had answered thig 
document by immediately recalling the Ambassador to 
the Vatican.” 

“This recall,” said Premier Combes, “ signifies that we 
cannot allow the Holy See to interpret the presence of 
our Ambassador in Rome in a sense favorable to its 
claims, or to make use of this presence to justify preten- 
sions which we reject. It also means that we will not 
allow the Papacy to intermeddle in our international re. 
lations, and that we intend to have done once for all with 
the superannuated fiction of temporal power, which dis. 
appeared thirty-four years ago.” 

A dispatch from Hong Kong of the 25th ult. stated 
that the British steamer Tweeddale sailed from there for 
Durban, Natal, with 1055 coolies. This is the first com: 
pany of coolies going to South Africa to work in the 
Transvaal mines. 


NOTICES. 


A Younc woman Friend experienced in travel, desires 
to earn a trip as companion or care-taker. 
Inquire at office of “THE FRIEND.” 


Friends’ Select School. —Friends who desire to 
enter children for the school year beginning next Ninth 
Month will kindly communicate their wishes to the Supt, 
now, so that places may be reserved for them. 


J. HenNRY BARTLETT, 
140 N. 16th St., Phila, 


Westtown Boarding School.—For convenience 
of persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will 
meet trains leaving Philadelphia 7.16 and 8.18 a. M., aad 
2.50 and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when requested, 
Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7.30 P. M., twenty-five 
cents each way. To reach the School by telegraph, wire 
West Chester, Phone 114a. 

EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 


Friends’ Library, 142 N. Sixteenth St., Phila, 

Opens on week-days from 9 a. M. to 1 P. M., and from 
2 Pp. M. to 6 P. M. 

The following books have been added to the Library: 
Burt, M. E. (ed.)—Poems Every Child Should Know. 
Farrar, Reginald.—Life of F. W. Farrar. 

GiLMAN, N. P.—Methods of Industrial Peace. 

Murpuy, E. G.—Problems of the Present South. 
OGDEN, Rollo.—William Hickling Prescott. 

SHater, N. S.—The Citizen. 

Unperwoop, L. H.—Fifteen Years Among the Top-knots 
WAGNER, Charles.—By the Fireside. 

Warp, J. J.—Minute Marvels of Nature. 


‘DIED, at her home near Lansdale, Pa., Fourth Month 

25th, 1904, of dropsy superinduced by heart trouble, 
RacHEL A. Jacoss, aged sixty-five years and three weeks, 
wife of William R. Jacobs, and a member of Abbingten 
Monthly and Horsham Particular Meeting of Friends. 
Before her recent removal to Lansdale, she was an Elder 
of Sadsbury, Pa. Monthly Meeting, of which she was & 
life-long member. Though quiet and unassuming she 
was sincerely attached to our precious principles, and 
uncompromising in them. Though the change was sud- 
den, we trust she was preserved, waiting and ready. 


——., at Conley, Va., at the home of William G. Rai- 
ford, her son-in-law, on Third Month 7th, 1904, ELLEN 
H. Roperts, widow of the late Septimus Roberts, of 
Montgomery Co., Pa., in the seventy-sixth year of her 
age, a member of Gwynedd Monthly and Norristown Par- 
ticular Meeting of Friends. 
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